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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 




Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan 
"The Right to Information, The Right to Live'' 
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PREFERRED CURRENT RATINGS 
0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards 
Institution on 27 March 1987, after the draft finaHzed by the Basic 
Electrotechnical Standards Sectional Committee had been approved 
by the Electrotechnical Division Council. 

0.2 Over the last two decades, there had been a significant amount of 
natural standardization on the matter of preferred current ratings for 
electrical equipment and conductors in electrical installations. 
Equipment standards in the relevant clauses almost invariably specify 
the preferred current ratings considered as standard for the purposes. 
These standards also allow the desired degree of flexibility to choose 
alternate values to those specified where there may exist specific 
situations to warrant them. 

0,3 The primary objective of this standard is to summarize the current 
ratings considered as standard in the country as given in various 
specifications so as to form a guide on all such matters. For a given 
voltage ratings, the series of values of current rating provided would 
give a general idea of incremental power ratings available for any 
application. 

0.4 It may, however, be noted that the actual choice of steps for any 
specific equipment may vary depending on the type of equipment, 
their use or other considerations. Several factors go into the selection 
of the steps. The primary amongst them being the inherent 
standardization of the size of equipment over the years, which may 
even provide a good basis for choosing slightly different values than 
that specified in this standard. Individual equipment committees, 
while specifying preferred current ratings for a specific equipment may 
therefore adopt the values given herein, and where relevant specify 
reasons, if any, for departures made. 

0.5 The standard current ratings specified in this standard are those 
fixed by the International Electrotechnical Commission, in accordance 
with the principles formulated by ISA Standard 32 'Standard Numbers' 
which was adopted by the International Federation of the National 
Standardising Associations at Stockholm in 1934. 



IS : 11955 - 1987 

0,6 For the purpose of deciding whether a particular requirement of 
this standard is complied with, +he final value, observed or calculated, 
expressing the result of a test, shall be rounded off in accordance with 
IS : 2-1960*. The number of significant places retained in the rounded 
off value should be the same as that of the specified value in this 
standard. 



1. SCOPE 

1.1 This standard covers standard current ratings for electrical 
equipment and conductors in installations, 

2. STANDARD CURRENT RATINGS 

2.1 For any particular type of equipment and current carrying 
conductor, the ratings shall be selected from the values given below: 

1 1-25 1-6 2 2-5 3-15 4 5 6*3 8 

10 12'5 16 20 25 31 5 40 50 63 80 

100 125 160 200 250 315 400 500 630 800 

1000 1250 1600 2 000 2 500 3 150 4 000 5 000 6 300 8 000 

10000 

Note — The steps may vary according to equipments concerned depending on 
their use or their properties. The selection of the values to be adopted should be 
considered in each case on its merits and it may be found that there are good grounds 
for choosing l'5-3-6-7'5 instead of l'6-3M5-6-3-8 as well as their multiples of 10, 
100, 1000 



•Rules for rounding off numerical values (revised). 
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